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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, SO 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA ON SOMALIA 

1 . IN A PRAVDA COMMENTARY (JUNE 29), VLADIMIR PERESADA 
(AS OTHERS BEEORE HIM) INDIRECTLY DENIES THE PRESENCE OE A 
SOVIET BASE AT BERBERA BY CITING SOMALI FOREIGN MINISTER 
GALIB'S CLAIMS THAT AMERICAN SATELLITE PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWS A 
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CONSTRUCTION. PERESADA CONTENDS THIS ISN'T THE EIRST 
EXAMPLE OE "CLUMSY ATTEMPTS" SUCH AS THESE, AND RECALLS 
"LAST YEAR'S CONTINUOUS EABRICATIONS BY THE PENTAGON " 

THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD A MILITARY BASE AT THE IRAQI 
PORT OF UM QASR. HE ARGUES THAT THE WHOLE ISSUE IS THE MOST 
RECENT PUFE IN A DISINFORMATION SMOKESCREEN LAID BY 
WESTERN AND AMERICAN PROPAGANDISTS DESIGNED TO COVER U.S. 
MILITARY EXPANSION AT DIEGO GARCIA. HOWEVER, PERESADA 
CREDITS THE PRESS OE THE LITTORAL COUNTRIES WITH THE WISDOM 
TO RECOGNIZE THAT THESE "IMPERIALIST " EEFORTS ARE 
INHIBITING THE IMPLEMENTATION OE UN DECISIONS CALLING FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE OE THE INDIAN OCEAN AS A "PEACE ZONE." 

2. PRAVDA (JUNE 30) CARRIES ON PAGE ONE A BRIEF TASS ITEM 

IN WHICH THE "GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER" OE SOMALIA PROEUSELY 
PRAISES THE USSR AS A "TRUE ERIEND " OE THE AERICAN PEOPLE, 

AND A COUNTRY WHICH EXTENDED THE HAND OF FRIENDSHIP FROM THE 
EIRST DAY OF SOMALIA"S INDEPENDENCE. 

3. COMMENT: AS THE CONGRESSIONAL INSPECTION TRIP DRAWS 
NEARER, MOSCOW COULD BE INTENSIEYING ITS PRESS CAMPAIGN DE- 
SIGNED TO PLAY UP THE WARMTH OE SOVIET-SOMALIA RELATIONS. 

THE ULTIMATE AIM, HOWEVER, IS PROBABLY TO CAST DOUBT ON WHATEVER 
DAMAGING DISCOVERIES THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION MIGHT MAKE 
IN THE SOMALI DESERTS. THE PRAVDA COMMENTARY RAISES THE LEVEL 
OE SOVIET VERBIAGE ON THE CHARGE ABOUT THE SOMALI BASES, BUT 
IT LEAVES THE EXPLICIT DENIALS IN THE MOUTHS OE SOMALIS. 
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